Advanced Opportunities

With the passage of House Bill 458 during the 2016 legislative session, the Advanced
Opportunities programs will now offer more options for Idaho students as they map out their
options for jumpstarting their future. Beginning July 1st, every student who attends an Idaho
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With the new and expanded Fast Forward program, students can utilize their funds of $4,125.00
in the following ways:

e Dual credits: Dual credit courses are offered by various colleges and universities around
the state. Students who are still in high school can access these college credits for a cost
of $65.00.

e Overload courses: In many instances, students are choosing to take high school courses
in excess of their regular school day, either online or over the summer. Students can use
these funds to cover up to $225.00 per course to cover course costs associated with
overload courses.

e Examinations: Students can utilize these funds to pay for college credit bearing and
professional technical examinations. These include Advanced Placement, International
Baccalaureate, College Level Examination Program, and Professional Technical
Certification Exams.

In essence, the funds allocated for Idaho students through this revision to statute is enough to
pay for the tuition of an associate’s degree for any student who would like to get on a fast track
to college. Students will be able to access their funds through the Advanced Opportunities
portal that has been in place since the beginning of the 2015-2016 school year. In this portal,
students can create an account and request that funds be sent to a particular institution on their
behalf, while tracking remaining funds. The portal may be accessed at
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/student-engagement/advanced-ops/index.html.

Mastery Advancement Program

Students, who graduate from high school at least one year early, are eligible for a scholarship
equal to 35% of their Average Daily Attendance allocation to an Idaho, public, post-secondary
institution of their choice. This equates to roughly $1,400 for every year early that the student
graduates.
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